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POLISH UNION OF 
FOOTBALLERS 

 

 
        FOUNDATION 1997 – Member of FIFPro Fédération Internationale des Associations de Footballeurs Professionnels 
 

Łódź, 22 March 2016 

 

 

FIFA PRESIDENT MR GIANNI INFANTINO 

 

Dear President, Mr Gianni Infantino, 

Polish Union of Footballers - as an organization which is the only full-fledged member of the 

International Federation of Professional Footballers (FIFPro) representing the interests of football 

players in relations with Polish Football Association (PZPN),  Polish Professional Football Leagues 

and clubs,  would like to draw Your attention to the serious problem which is the lack of proper 

organization of the sports dispute resolution system in Poland, including financial disputes.  

Despite the content of FIFA Circulars No. 1010 and No. 1129 Polish Football Association has 

not fully implemented the dispute resolution system with the principle of parity participation of 

representatives of both Clubs and Players. Indeed, in recent years proceedings allowing to resolve 

disputes on the principle of parity were implemented but only in cases regarding terminations of the 

players’ contracts, as well as deciding on their existence or invalidity, but not in the financial disputes 

between Clubs and Players, despite the fact that such disputes are integrally related to the issues 

concerning the contractual stability and are the most common disputes between Clubs and Players.  

Financial disputes are only assigned for the competence of the Football Arbitration Court of Polish 

Football Association in which PZP has the ability to recommend just one arbitrator from the total 

number of 27. We would like to emphasize that the Polish Football Arbitration Court is empowered 

to rule on two levels, wherein in the first instance shall decide on the composition of three arbitrators, 

while in the second instance in the composition of five. The shape of the composition of the 

determining authority on important financial matters for the Players and the possession of only one 

arbitrator, therefore, does not provide proper implementation of FIFA Circular 1010, which requires 

that interested parties have the right to cast an equal number of arbitrators. 

So far, we have lived with the hope that within the framework of the Social Dialogue 

Committee with the representatives of the FA, leagues and football clubs, thanks to the consistent 
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joint efforts, it will be possible to work out compromise solutions, which in the near future would 

lead to the full implementation of the dispute resolution system meeting the requirements of the model 

NDRC adopted by FIFA. 

Unfortunately, recent events related to the General Assembly of Delegates of the Polish 

Football Association, which took place on 23th February 2016, confirm our belief that our ten-year 

effort to build a complete NDRC definitely lay in ruins.  Clubs from the two highest leagues 

(Ekstraklasa and I Liga) rejected all proposed changes regarding jurisdictional bodies of the FA, 

which had to make dispute resolution system in line with FIFA guidelines. This action was for us and 

for the Polish Football Association a complete surprise, therefore, that the work of the social partners 

within the Social Dialogue Committee has developed – as we thought – a compromise on the content 

of proposed legislation. 

In result, there’s still formal obstacle in Polish Football Federation. Formal body which shall 

be composed - on a parity basis - of the arbitrators recommended by the Players, is not allowed to 

adjudicate financial litigations between Clubs and Players. 

Current status, especially toward resignation of Social Dialogue Chairman creates a situation 

where any form of dialogue between Federation, Clubs and Players’ representatives which we 

represent, doesn’t exist. It is particularly worrying because the dialogue should be a basis for Social 

Partners functioning. It should be based on reciprocal trust and respect of common interest. 

Furthermore, we truly doubt whether further Social Dialogue can be possible due to the 

highest division Clubs’ attitude, which obviously neglect all previous arrangements. Employment 

contracts as a basis of employment have not been adopted, mostly due to clubs’ and professional 

leagues’ attitude, regardless of UEFA, FIFPro and European Commission pressure. Due to this fact 

there is a big difference in position of players hired on employment contract and those on civil-law 

contracts. Clubs’ objection was a decisive factor and caused that Polish dispute resolution system 

between Players and Clubs still does not conform to the requirements of 1010 and 1129 FIFA 

Circulars in terms of body’s jurisdiction standards in cases of financial claims. That body should be 

appointed in the rule of parity basis of stakeholders. 

The foregoing questions sense of NDRC’s further action. NDRC is functioning on parity 

basis, but, as we indicated at the beginning, it doesn’t have full competencies to resolve a dispute 

between Clubs and Players, whereby NDRC decisions could be questioned by FIFA DRC, and by 

CAS. For these reasons, until the proper settlement of all issues related to the consistent regulation of 

the dispute resolution system, with the subject of urgent matters and the need of protection of the 

legitimate interests of the Players, we seriously consider further active participation of arbitrators 

recommended to work of this body by PZP. Decisions issued by the NDRC should also reflect the 

idea of compromise and dialogue of football environment, which we see as missing nowadays. 
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In these circumstances, due to significance of the issue of correct and full implementation of 

the FIFA 1010 and 1129 circulars and due to lack of any constructive reaction of the Social Partners, 

and moreover an evident resistance of the Clubs, we are forced to turn to you for standing out and for 

proper reaction to our call for implementation of the disputes resolution system in accordance to FIFA 

regulations, which Polish Football Federation must adhere scrupulously.  

Yet we ensure that we are very well aware that adjusting of the regulations and appropriate 

implementation of the FIFA regulations by Polish FA has to be smooth and not disorganizing PZPN’s 

work. Therefore we believe, that the Polish Clubs’ and professional Leagues’ standpoint, which 

ignores our longstanding postulates, that in large measure have been approved even by PZPN, leads 

to unnecessary delay of the changes, which should be treated as an obvious and inevitable ones. 

We also would like to underline that FIFA’s authority engagement by the Polish Union of 

Footballers to solve the problem, only comes from ineffectiveness of our operations that has been 

done until now on the national level, where we recognize lack of good will of having a partnership 

discussion as a part of Social Dialogue. 

 

       Yours truly,  

 

                                        Marek Pięta, President of PZP 

 

To concern of: 

 

1. FIFPro 

2. UEFA 

3. ECA 

4. EPFL 

5. PZPN 

6. Ekstraklasa SA 

7. Piłkarska Liga Polska 

 


