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The dispute resolution bodies within the framework of the Polish Football 
Association (PZPN) 

Dear Sir, 

In relation to the matter of the reference, we would Iike to inform you of a correspondence 
dated 22 March 2016 that we received from the Polish Union of Footballers, the content of 
which has received our full attention and a copy of which is herewith enclosed for your 
information. 

First and foremost, we would Iike to express our content with the fact that a "Social Dialogue 
Committee” was created between the different stakeholders of the football community in 
Poland. Indeed, it is encouraging t0 be aware of the efforts that the PZPN and the Polish Union 
of Footballers have made in order to implement a national dispute resolution chamber (NDRC) 
within the framework of the PZPN that complies with the requirements stipulated in art. 22 Iit. 
b) of the Regulations on the Status and Transfer of PIayers, the National Dispute Resolution 
Chamber Standard Regulations and the FIFA Circular no. 1010 of 20 December 2005. 

Notwithstanding the above, we have also noted that, according to the Polish Union of 
Footballers, certain obstacles are apparently yet to be overcome so the dispute resolution 
bodies in Poland, i.e. the PZPN NDRC and the Football Arbitration Committee, can operate in 
fuII compliance with the principles established in the aforementioned FIFA Regulations. 

On account of the above, we would like to inform you that our services remain at your 
complete disposal should you wish to receive further guidance with respect to the 
implementation of a NDRC within the framework of the PZPN that could eventually be 
recognised a5 compliant with the requirements established in art. 22 Iit. b) of the Regulations 
on the Status and Transfer of PIayers, the National Dispute Resolution Chamber Standard 
Regulations and the FIFA Circular no. 1010 of 20 December 2005. 

Finally, in relation to the above and for the sake of good order, we wish to inform you already 
at this stage that there is no procedure for the recognition of a NDRC in an abstract form. 
Indeed, the validation that a specific NDRC complies with the prerequisites for it to be 
recognised as an independent arbitration tribunal as stipulated in the aforementioned FIFA 
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Regulations can only derive from a decision of FIFA’s Dispute Resolution Chamber based on a 
specific employment-related dispute in which the competence of the DRC is contested by any 
of the parties to that dispute in favour of the NDRC’s jurisdiction. 

We thank you for your kind attention to the above. 
Yours faithfully, 
FEDERATION INTERNATIONALE 
DE FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION 

7? Ä. „_ 
Marco Villiger Omar Ongaro 
Director of Legal Affairs Head of Players’ Status and Governance 

Encl. as mentioned 
Cc. The Polish Union of Footballers (acknowledging receipt of its Ietter of 22 March 2016)
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Lödi, 22 March 2016 

FIF A PRESIDENT MR GIA’VNI INFANTINO 
Dear President, Mr Gianni Infantino, 

Polish Union ofFootballers - as an organization which is the onl y full-fledged member ofthe International Federation of Professional Footballers (FIFPro) representing the interests of football players in relations with Polish Football Association (PZPN), Polish Professional Football Leagues and Clubs, would Iike to draw Your attention to the serious problem which is the lack of proper organization ofthe Sports dispute resolution system in Poland, including financial disputes. Despite the content ofFIFA Circulars N0. 1010 and N0. 1 129 Poiish Football Association has not fillly implementcd the dispute resolution system with the principle of parity participation of representatives of both Clubs and Players. 1ndeed, in recent years proccedings allowing t0 resolve disputes on the principle ofparity were implemented but only in cases regarding tenninations of 1he players’ contracts, as well as deciding on their existence or invalidity, bul not in Ihe financial disputes 

determining authority on important financial matters for the Players and the possession of only one arbin'amr, therefore, does not provide proper implementation ofFlFA Circular 1010, which requires that interested parties have the right t0 cast an equal number of arbitrators. So far, We have Jivcd with the hope that wilhin the framework of the Social Dialogue Committee with the representatives of the FA, leagues and football Clubs, thanks t0 the consistent 
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joint efforts, it will be possible t0 work out compromise solutions, which in the near future would 
lead t0 the full implementation ofthe dispute resolution system meeting the requirements ofthe model NDRC adopted by FIFA. 

Unformnately, recent events related t0 the General Assembly of Delegates of the Polish 
Football Association, which took place on 23th February 2016, confirm our belief that our ten-year 
effort to build a complete NDRC definitely lay in ruins. Clubs fi-om the two highest leagues 
(Ekstraklasa and l Liga) rejected all proposed changes regarding jurisdictional bodies of the FA, 
which had t0 make dispute resolution system in line with FIFA guidelines. Thls action was for us and 
for the Polish Football Association a complete surprise, therefore, that the work ofthe social partnm 
within the Social Dialogue Committee has developcd — as we thought — a compromise on the content 
of proposed Iegislation. 

In result, there’s still formal obstacle in Polish F ootball Federatfon. Formal body which shall 
be composed — on a parity basis - of the arbitrators recommended by the Players, i5 n01 allowed to 
adj udicate financial litigations between Clubs and Players. 

Current Status, especially toward resignalion of Social Dialogue Chairman creates a Situation 
where any form of dialogue between Federation, Clubs and Players’ reprcsentatives which we 
represent, doesn’t exist. lt is pam'cularly worrying because the dialogue should be a basis for Social 
Partners fimctioning. lt should be based on reciprocal lrust and respect ofcommon interest. 

Furthennore, we truly doubt whether further Social Dialogue can be possible due to the 
highest division Clubs’ attitude, which obviously neglect all previous mangcments. Employment 
contracts as a basis of employment have not been adopted, mostly due t0 clubs’ and professional 
leagues’ attitude, regardless of UEFA, FIFPro and European Commfssion pressure. Due to this fact 
there is a big differcnce in position of players hired on employment contract and those on civil-Iaw 
contracls. Clubs’ objection was a decisive factor and caused Lhat Polish dispute resolution system 
between Players and Clubs still does not conform to the requirements of 1010 and 1129 FIFA 
Circulars in terms of body‘sjurisdiction Standards in cases of financial claims. That body should be 
appointed in Ehe rule ofparlty basis of stakeholders. 

The fotegoing questions sense of NDRC’s further action. NDRC is functioning on parity 
basis, but, as we indicated at the beginning, it doesn’t have full competencies t0 resolve a dispute 
between Clubs and Players, whereby NDRC decisions could be questioncd by FIFA DRC, and by CAS. For these reasons, until the proper settlement of all issues related lo the consistent regulation of 
the dispute resolution System, with the subject of urgent matters and the need of pmtection of the 
legitimate fnterests of the Players, we seriously consider further active participation of arbitrators 
recommended t0 work of this body by PZP. Decisions issued by the NDRC should also reflect the 
idea ofcompromise and dialogue of football environment, which we see as missing nowadays. 
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In mese circumstances, due to significance of the issue ofcorrect and fixll implementation of 
the FlFA 1010 and l 129 circulars and due to lack ofany consu'uctive reaction of the Sozial Partners, 
and moreover an evident resistance ofthe Clubs, we are forced to tum t0 you for Standing out and for 
proper reaction t0 our call for implementalion ofthe disputes rcsolution System in accordance t0 FIFA 
regulations, which Polish Football Federation must adhere scrupulously. 

Yet we ensure that we are very well aware that adjusting of the regulations and appmpriate 
implementation ofthe F lFA regulations by Polish FA has t0 be smooth and not disorganizing PZPN’S 
work. Therefore we believe, that the Polish Clubs’ and profwsional Leagues’ standpoim. which 
ignores our longstanding postulates, that in [arge measure have been approved even by PZPN, leads 
to unnecessary delay of the changes, which should be lrealed as an obvious and inevitable ones. 

We also would like to underline that FIFA’s authority engagement by Ihe Polish Union of 
Footballers t0 solve the problem, only comes from ineffectiveness of our operations that has been 
done until now on the national level, where we recognize lack of good will 01‘ having a partnership 
discussion as a pan of Social Dialogue. 

Yours truly, 

Marek Piqta, President of PZP 

To concem of: 

1. FlFPro 

UEFA 
ECA 
EPFL 
PZPN 
Ekstraklasa SA 
Pilkarska Liga Polska 
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